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International Conference: Bring them home: Three South Korean Missionaries
Detained in North Korea

Event Details
Date and Time: Thursday, May 21, 2026, 2:00 p.m.
Venue: Room 101, New Millennium Hall, Yonsei University

Title: Bring them home: Three South Korean Missionaries Detained in North Korea

The conference will address the prolonged detention of three South Korean
missionaries - Kim Jung-wook, Kim Kook-kie, and Choi Chun-gil - who have
reportedly been held in North Korea for more than a decade, with no confirmed
information about their current condition. The three men were arrested after
supporting North Korean defectors, underground churches, and vulnerable North
Koreans in northeastern China, and were later sentenced to life in labor. In March
2025, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention concluded that their detention
violated international law and called for their immediate release.

The conference will feature the testimony of Kim Hak-song, a Korean
American missionary and former faculty member at the Pyongyang University of
Science and Technology, who was detained in North Korea from May 2017 to May
2018. Family members of the detained missionaries, including Kim Jeong-sam, the
older brother of missionary Kim Jung-wook, and Choi Jin-young, the son of
missionary Choi Chun-gil, will also share their experiences and appeals.

The event will bring together leading human rights experts and practitioners,
including Gabriella Citroni, Chairperson of the UN Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances; Lee Jung-hoon, Dean of Yonsei GSIS and former ROK
Ambassador for International Cooperation on North Korean Human Rights; Taehee
Whang, Professor at Yonsei University and former Director-General at the Ministry
of Unification; and FEthan Hee-Seok Shin, Legal Analyst at Transitional Justice
Working Group.

Shin-wha Lee, Director of the Institute for Interdisciplinary Unification Studies
at Korea University and former ROK Ambassador-at-Large on North Korean
Human Rights, will moderate the second session on strategies for securing the
release and return of the three South Korean missionaries. The session will
examine the role of the South Korean government, international human rights
mechanisms, victim-centered advocacy, and cooperation with like-minded states
and civil society.

The three detained missionaries have also been named recipients of the 2026
Graciela Fernandez Meijide Award for the Defence of Human Rights and are
expected to receive the award in absentia in Argentina this August. The award
recognizes individuals who have defended human rights and civic freedoms under

authoritarian repression.






